
Pastor Penny’s 2 cents 

How fitting that this month would be a time for reflection on “Thankfulness”.  I can not think of a better 

way that to express my heartfelt thankfulness and overwhelming blessings that YOU have showered 

upon me.  The gifts, cards and written encouragements meant more than you will ever know.  This time 

of year is a conundrum for me.  While yes sometimes over my 15 years this calling can seem like my 

words fall on deaf ears, at times frustrating or thankless, but it is also a time that I have had 

congregations come along side me and give me support like I have never experienced.  I would be lying 

if I said that the last 2 years have not been extremely stressful between covid, rethinking ministry, 

keeping up with those who are still home, reaching out to new souls that have been searching, trying to 

brainstorm ways to bring the flock back into the fold of the churches, and the ever increasing memorial 

services that I have had the honor of lifting up in celebration.  And that’s not even touching the normal 

family stressors, but all that being said I have felt your love and continued support lifting me up and the 

prayers that helped kept me going on the long hard days, weeks and months. I say it is a conundrum, 

because I feel like we need a time for Congregation appreciation as well.  A time where we can truly 

thank those who lead just as stressful of lives.  Those who work tirelessly at their jobs and family, plus 

the countless and thankless hours spent on sustaining the church’s ongoing ministries.  Your talents and 

efforts are not unnoticed.  It takes everyone’s unique abilities, interests, talents and energy to keep this 

body of Christ vibrant and touching others for Jesus.  While some of us might be the “face” or out in the 

public view, those that dutifully take care of the day to day, behind the scenes service are just as vitally 

important.  We appreciate ALL of you!  You who clean and keep the church spotless, those who do the 

maintenance and construction projects,  those who maintain the organ, pianos and instruments, those 

who play the piano, the bells or did choir, those who run the sound systems, those who video, those 

who have and are handling the websites and social media, those who handle the finances, and 

paperwork, those who keep the office running efficiently, those who teach Sunday school, those who 

bring treats, those who give a smile as they hand out the bulletins, a cup of coffee or a cookie.  Those 

who prepare an inviting Lord’s Table, those who brighten people’s mailboxes with cards for Special 

Occasions, those who bring meals, or serve for dinners and funeral luncheons. Those who put together 

programs and Bible studies, those who serve on committees, those who are prayer warriors and those 

who do random acts of kindness.  THANK YOU!!  Be assured that everything you do and the willingness 

to use your talents is noticed by others and most importantly by God.  We as the body of Christ are truly 

blessed, and I am so Thankful as I count My Blessings naming them one by one of each of you.  May you 

have a Blessed Thankful November.  The challenge; write a note of encouragement or thanks to 

someone who might not get one, or pick a different person in the church each week to pray for. 

Shalom 

Pastor Penny 

 


