
 
 Shalom! As I write this, I couldn’t help but see how the events in our family’s lives are lining right 

up with the revelations and sermon topic that I am finally getting to do on Sunday.  

John and I have been making the trek every weekend to work on our home in Nebraska City, 

preparing to finish it so we can put it on the market. Hopefully sometime this fall. With each trip we 

have to think and rethink what we will need for tools and material to take, and then what we may 

need to bring back for the coming week. Soon we will get to say goodbye to that home and just focus 

on our new home.  

Last week we took Ashley down to Oklahoma Wesleyan University, however before that transpired, 

for weeks she packed and repacked and replanned and thought how they were going to do their tiny 

room, what would work or fit. I told her to just take everything that she thought she might want or 

need and we would bring back the rest. At the last minute she changed her mind about the layout and 

before the crack of dawn we made the 6 hour drive south. Only to find out when we got there that 

what they had planned and she took with her wouldn’t work.  

And of course, the one thing she really needed that she had gotten for free was what she had just left 

at home. So off to Bartlesville Walmart we went only to have to find a lesser substitution to work. It 

reminded me of when I took my trip to Israel how many times I packed and repacked not knowing 

what to take, what I would need, the extremely variance in weather. And in the end, I needed the 

stuff I left and didn’t need half of what I took.  

I watched as Ashley was heading into this unknown new life where she will change, probably in a 

moment from the High school girl she left as to the new independent College girl far from home. No 

tears were shed, just see you in a few months at Thanksgiving. She had now crossed over into a new 

chapter.  

This week Chantelle signed on with CVA (Central Valley Ag) for her new place of employment 

where she will be working at all different facilities doing all different areas of their company. It is 

exciting but will require her to move into a different place, so I helped move her things from her 

place in Lincoln, and our home into her new temporary home in Benedict. However, she has to 

rethink what she will take as this place is already furnished and waiting for her.  

 

I was astounded at how the recent events of our last couple of weeks’ parallel what we will be 

focusing on this Sunday “The second Coming  
 of Jesus our Messiah”. The Scriptures give us quite a bit of information and yet a lot of it is 

unknown.  

This past week God opened my eyes to some amazing insights. Kind of when one looks at a puzzle 

for a long time and nothing fits only to finally find one piece that does and then immediately 14 other 

pieces fit as well. That is what happened to me.  

When Jesus came to earth the first time, he fulfilled all of the four spring Jewish Feasts and order. 

So, one can deduct that when the time is right, he will come and fulfill the three fall Feasts in order 

as well. 

The first of which is the Feast of Trumpets. It starts at an unknown hour when the moon is full with 

a trumpet blast signifying the ceasing of all labor in the fields and the start of the fall harvest. But 

first a week of rest and feasting. Did you know that this year our Labor Day which is supposed to be 

a day off from all labor falls on the Feast of Trumpets where the Jewish community will cease their 

labor? Cool huh? But there is sooo much more than that. 

We are going to explore the intricate pieces of Jesus the Bride Groom and us the Church; the Bride 

and how that all is a complete parallel to a Jewish wedding and the 2nd coming.  



With the recent events in my family’s life, I sit here amazed. We are all preparing for the unknown. 

Thinking and rethinking, but we can’t take anything of this earth with us. Only other souls by sharing 

the Gospel with them. The perfect place is already prepared and furnished just waiting for us. And 

like with Ashley, the free gift that was already given was what she needed. An inferior substitution 

might work in for her college dorm but not for heaven.  

Jesus already paid the price and gave us the free gift of salvation. NO SUBSTITUTION will work at 

all for our new destination. We are all getting antsy for our new journey, our new home and chapter 

in our lives. God has given us this time to prepare, to think, rethink and dream about our new home 

and actually it will be another temporary home for a while.  

The scriptures are pretty clear that after he comes to get us and we spend that time feasting with him 

that we will come back in the new millennial reign, with him seated on the throne of peace. But the 

good news is this new home will also be prepared for us, and then the final one as well as we try to 

dimly grasp what the new heaven and earth will be like.  

We all are preparing and if you are not, you should be. Jesus says that he will come back at an 

unexpected day and hour.  

I write this as he awoke me in the middle of the night at this unexpected hour to pen these words that 

flow onto this page. Words of hope, words of excitement, words of anticipation, words of instruction, 

but most importantly words of promise. And just like how we left Ashley, we can be assured, those 

who have accepted Jesus as Lord of their life, there will be no tears or good byes. Just see you soon 

at the celebration.  

Shalom  

Pastor Penny 


